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Young Turks
The Young Turks: Proclamation for the Ottoman Empire, 1908

1. The basis for the Constitution will be respect for the predominance of the national will.
3. It will be demanded that all Ottoman subjects having completed their twentieth year, regardless of whether they possess
property or fortune, shall have the right to vote.
7. The Turkish tongue will remain the official state language. Official correspondence and discussion will take place in
Turkish.

9. Every citizen will enjoy complete liberty and equality, regardless of nationality or religion, and be submitted to the same
obligations. All Ottomans, being equal before the law as regards rights and duties relative to the State, are eligible for
government posts, according to their individual capacity and their education. Non-Muslims will be equally liable to the
military law.
10. The free exercise of the religious privileges which have been accorded to different nationalities will remain intact.
14. Provided that the property rights of landholders are not infringed upon (for such rights must be respected and must
remain intact, according to law), it will be proposed that peasants be permitted to acquire land, and they will be accorded
means to borrow money at a moderate rate.
17. All schools will operate under the surveillance of the state. In order to obtain for Ottoman citizens an education of a
homogenous and uniform character, the official schools will be open, their instruction will be free, and all nationalities will
be admitted. Instruction in Turkish will be obligatory in public schools. In official schools, public instruction will be free.
18. Steps shall also be taken for the formation of roads and railways and canals to increase the facilities of communication
and increase the sources of the wealth of the country. Everything that can impede commerce or agriculture shall be
abolished.
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