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I come, rather, to counsel with you, who, like myself, have been selected to carry out a mandate of the
whole people, in order that without partisanship you and I may cooperate to continue the restoration of our national
wellbeing and, equally important, to build on the ruins of the past a new structure designed better to meet the present
problems of modern civilization. Such a structure includes not only the relations of industry and agriculture and finance to
each other but also the effect which all of these three have on our individual citizens and on the whole people as a Nation.
Now that we are definitely in the process of recovery, lines have been rightly drawn between those to whom this recovery
means a return to old methods--and the number of these people is small--and those for whom recovery means a reform of
many old methods, a permanent readjustment of many of our ways of thinking and therefore of many of our social and
economic arrangements. Civilization cannot go back; civilization must not stand still. We have undertaken new methods. It
is our task to perfect, to improve, to alter when necessary, but in all cases to go forward. To consolidate what we are
doing, to make our economic and social structure capable of dealing with modern life is the joint task of the legislative, the
judicial, and the executive branches of the national Government. Without regard to party, the overwhelming majority of our
people seek a greater opportunity for humanity to prosper and find happiness. They recognize that human welfare has not
increased and does not increase through mere materialism and luxury, but that it does progress through integrity,
unselfishness, responsibility and justice. In the past few months, as a result of our action, we have demanded of many
citizens that they surrender certain licenses to do as they please in their business relationships; but we have asked this in
exchange for the protection which the State can give against exploitation by their fellow men or by combinations of their
fellow men. We have made great strides toward the objectives of the National Industrial Recovery Act, for not only have
several millions of our unemployed been restored to work, but industry is organizing itself with a greater understanding that
reasonable profits can be earned while at the same time protection can be assured to guarantee to labor adequate pay
and proper conditions of work. Child labor is abolished. Uniform standards of hours and wages apply today to 95 percent
of industrial employment within the field of the National Industrial Recovery Act. We seek the definite end of preventing
combinations in furtherance of monopoly and in restraint of trade, while at the same time we seek to prevent ruinous
rivalries within industrial groups which in many cases resemble the gang wars of the underworld and in which the real
victim in every case is the public itself.
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