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Dolores Butterfield, daughter of an American railroad executive living in Mexico, c. 1916 CE

Madero had pledged himself primarily to the division of the lands. He realized that only by the abolition of
the landed aristocracy, and an equitable distribution among moderate holders for active development of
the huge estates, held idle in great part or worked by peons, could the progress and prosperity of the nation be put upon a
solid basis. He knew exactly what the remedy was and, though a landed aristocrat himself by birth and inheritance, was
not afraid of it. As soon as he was elected to the presidency he set a committee of competent, accredited engineers to
work appraising property values in the different states, and great tracts of hundreds of thousands and millions of acres,
previously assessed at half as many thousands as they were worth millions, were revalued and reassessed at their true
inherent value. The haciendados (rich landowners) raised a frightful cry. They tried threats, intrigue, and bribery. It was
useless; the revaluation went on. The new administration reclaimed as national property all that it could of the public lands,
which under Diaz had been rapidly merging into the great estates. It established a government bank for the purpose of
making loans on easy terms, and thus assisting the poor to take up and work these public lands in small parcels. Even
before becoming President, Madero had advised the working men to organize and demand a living wage, which they did.
He attacked the lotteries, the bull-fights, the terrible pulque (alcoholic distilled drink) trust, the unbridled traffic of which,
more than any other one factor, has contributed to the degradation of the lower classes. He began to extend the
public-school system. From the first the Cientificos hampered and impeded him. To foment a counter-revolution they took
advantage of the fact that in various parts of the country there were disorderly bands of armed men committing numerous
depredations. These men had risen up in the shadow of the Maderista revolution, and at its close, instead of laying down
their arms, they devoted themselves to the looting of ranches and ungarrisoned isolated towns. Of these brigands--for they
were neither more nor less, whatever they may have called themselves then or may call themselves now--the most
formidable was Emiliano Zapata. The new malcontents declared that Madero had betrayed the revolution, and that they
were going to overthrow him and themselves carry out the promises he had made. They were big promises and they
required time and careful study for their successful undertaking and the cooperation of the people at large against the
public enemies, whereas Madero was not given time nor favorable circumstances nor the intelligent cooperation.
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