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The Manila Accords
The Manila Accord, signed 1963 by the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaya

Recognizing that it is in the common interest of their countries to maintain fraternal relations and to
strengthen co-operation among their peoples who are bound together by ties of race and culture, the
three Ministers agreed to intensify the joint and individual efforts of their countries to secure lasting peace, progress and
prosperity for themselves and for their neighbors. In this context, the three Ministers supported [Philippines’] President
Macapagal's plan envisaging the grouping of the three nations of Malay origin working together in closest harmony but
without surrendering any portion of their sovereignty. This calls for the establishment of the necessary common organs.
The three Ministers agreed to take the initial steps towards this ultimate aim by, establishing machinery for frequent and
regular consultations. The details of such machinery will be further defined. This machinery will enable the three
governments to hold regular consultations at all levels to deal with matters of mutual interest and concern consistent with
the national, regional and international responsibilities or obligations of each country without prejudice to its sovereignty
and independence. The Ministers agreed that their countries will endeavour to achieve close understanding and
cooperation in dealing with common problems relating to security, stability, economic, social and cultural development. In
order to accelerate the process of growth towards the ultimate establishment of President Macapagal's plan, the Ministers
agreed that each country shall set up its own National Secretariat. Pending the establishment of a Central Secretariat for
the consultative machinery, the National Secretaries should coordinate and cooperate with each other in the fulfillment of
their tasks. The Ministers further agreed to recommend that Heads of Government and Foreign Ministers meet at least
once a year for the purpose of consultations on matters of importance and common concern. The Ministers reaffirmed their
countries' adherence to the principle of self-determination for the peoples of non-self-governing territories. In this context,
Indonesia and the Philippines stated that they would welcome the formation of Malaysia provided the support of the people
of the Borneo territories is ascertained by an independent and impartial authority, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations or his representative. The Federation of Malaya expressed appreciation for this attitude of Indonesia and the
Philippines and undertook to consult the British Government and the Governments of the Borneo territories with a view to
inviting the Secretary-General of the United Nations or his representative to take the necessary steps in order to ascertain
the wishes of the people of those territories.
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