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Lenin Appeals to Muslims
A Bolshevist manifesto to the Turks signed by V. I. Lenin, leader of the Communist Party and
issued toward the close of 1919

"Mussulmans of the world, victims of the capitalists, awake! Russia has abandoned the Czar's pernicious
policy toward you and offers to help you overthrow English tyranny. She will allow you freedom of religion and
self-government. The frontiers existing before the war will be respected, no Turkish territory will be given Armenia, the
Dardanelles Straits will remain yours, and Constantinople will remain the capital of the Mussulman world. The Mussulmans
in[Pg 289] Russia will be given self-government. All we ask in exchange is that you fight the reckless capitalists, who
would exploit your country and make it a colony." Even when addressing its own people, the Soviet Government
maintained the same general tone. An "Order of the Day" to the Russian troops stationed on the borders of India stated:
"Comrades of the Pamir division, you have been given a responsible task. The Soviet Republic sends you to garrison the
posts on the Pamir, on the frontiers of the friendly countries of Afghanistan and India. The Pamir tableland divides
revolutionary Russia from India, which, with its 300,000,000 inhabitants, is enslaved by a handful of Englishmen. On this
tableland the signallers of revolution must hoist the red flag of the army of liberation. May the peoples of India, who fight
against their English oppressors, soon know that friendly help is not far off. Make yourselves at home with the liberty-loving
tribes of northern India, promote by word and deed their revolutionary progress, refute the mass of calumnies spread
about Soviet Russia by agents of the British princes, lords, and bankers. Long live the alliance of the revolutionary peoples
of Europe and Asia!"

Source this document by writing a SENTENCE OF SOURCING and a SENTENCE OF ANALYSIS explaining
the relevance of one of the following:

Historical Situation—Intended Audience—Point of View—Purpose–whY the sourcing affects your use of the document.

