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Armenian Genocide
A German teacher in the German Technical School at Aleppo, who resigned his appointment as a
protest against the Armenian atrocities in 1915, his personal judgment in an open letter to the
German Reichstag

"The Young Turk is afraid of the Christian nationalities--Armenians, Syrians and Greeks--on account of their cultural and
economic superiority, and he sees in their religion a hindrance to Turkifying them by peaceful means. They must therefore
be exterminated or converted to Islam by force. The Turks do not suspect that in so doing they are sawing off the branch
on which they are sitting themselves. Yet who is to help Turkey forward if not the Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, who
constitute more than a quarter of the population of the Empire? The Turks, the least gifted of the races living in Turkey, are
themselves only a minority of the population, and are still far behind the Arabs in culture. Where is there any Turkish trade,
Turkish handicraft, Turkish industry, Turkish art, Turkish science? They have even borrowed their law and religion from the
conquered Arabs, and their language, so far as it has been given literary form. In the whole of Asia Minor, with perhaps
one or two exceptions, there is not a single pure Turkish firm engaged in foreign trade.... The extermination of the
Armenian population means not only the loss of from 10 to 25 percent of the total population of Anatolia, but, what is most
serious, the elimination of those elements in the population which are the most highly developed economically and have
the greatest capacity for civilization.... You cannot become a merchant by murdering one. You cannot master a handicraft
if you smash its tools. A sparsely-populated country does not become more productive if it destroys its most industrious
population. You do not advance the progress of civilization if you drive into the desert, as the scapegoat for decades and
centuries of wasted opportunities, the element in your population which shows the greatest economic ability, the greatest
progressiveness in education, and the greatest energy in every respect, and which was fitted by nature to build the bridge
between East and West. You only corrupt your own sense of right if you tread the rights of others under foot. The
popularity of an unpopular war may temporarily be promoted among the Turkish masses by the destruction and spoliation
of the non-Mohammedan elements—the Armenians most of all, but also, in part, the Syrians, Greeks, Maronites, and
Jews--but thoughtful Mohammedans, when they realize the whole damage which the Empire has sustained, will lament the
economic ruin of Turkey most bitterly, and will come to the conclusion that the Turkish Government has lost infinitely more
than it can ever win by victories at the front.”
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