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Pan-Islamicism
Seyid Djemal-ed-Din el-Afghani, Pan-Arabist and anti-West agitator who lived in Egypt and the
Ottoman Empire, where he headed the Pan-Islamic Bureau for the Sultan, 1883 CE

The Christian world, despite its internal differences of race and nationality, is, as against the East and
especially as against Islam, united for the destruction of all Mohammedan states. The Crusades still subsist, as well as the
fanatical spirit of Peter the Hermit. At heart, Christendom still regards Islam with fanatical hatred and contempt. This is
shown in many ways, as in international law, before which Moslem nations are not treated as the equals of Christian
nations. Christian governments excuse the attacks and humiliations inflicted upon Moslem states by citing the latter's
backward and barbarous condition; yet these same governments stifle by a thousand means, even by war, every
attempted effort of reform and revival in Moslem lands. Hatred of Islam is common to all Christian peoples, not merely to
some of them, and the result of this spirit is a tacit, persistent effort for Islam's destruction. Every Moslem feeling and
aspiration is caricatured and calumniated [to make false and defamatory statements about] by Christendom. 'The
Europeans call in the Orient "fanaticism" what at home they call "nationalism" and "patriotism." And what in the West they
call "self-respect," "pride," "national”, “honor," in the East they call "chauvinism." What in the West they esteem as national
sentiment, in the East they consider “xenophobia.” From all this, it is plain that the whole Moslem world must unite in a
great defensive alliance, to preserve itself from destruction; and, to do this, it must acquire the technique of Western
progress and learn the secrets of European power."
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