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St. Bartholomew Day Massacre
De Thou (1553-1617), French statesman and historian, who was a witness to the events
on St. Bartholomew Day as a youth

So it was determined to exterminate all the Protestants and the plan was approved by the queen. They
discussed for some time whether they should make an exception of the king of Navarre and the prince of Condé. All
agreed that the king of Navarre should be spared by reason of the royal dignity and the new alliance. The duke of Guise,
who was put in full command of the enterprise, summoned by night several captains of the Catholic Swiss mercenaries
from the five little cantons, and some commanders of French companies, and told them that it was the will of the king that,
according to God's will, they should take vengeance on the band of rebels while they had the beasts in the toils. Victory
was easy and the booty great and to be obtained without danger. The signal to commence the massacre should be given
by the bell of the palace, and the marks by which they should recognize each other in the darkness were a bit of white
linen tied around the left arm and a white cross on the hat. Meanwhile Coligny awoke and recognized from the noise that a
riot was taking place. Nevertheless he remained assured of the king's good will, being persuaded thereof either by his
credulity or by Teligny, his son-in-law: be believed the populace had been stirred up by the Guises and that quiet would be
restored as soon as it was seen that soldiers of the guard, under the command of Cosseins, bad been detailed to protect
him and guard his property. the conspirators; having burst through the door of the chamber, entered, and when Besme,
sword in hand, had demanded of Coligny, who stood near the door, "Are you Coligny ?" Coligny replied, "Yes, I am he,"
with fearless countenance. "But you, young man, respect these white hairs. What is it you would do? You cannot shorten
by many days this life of mine." As he spoke, Besme gave him a sword thrust through the body, and having withdrawn his
sword, another thrust in the mouth, by which his face was disfigured. So Coligny fell, killed with many thrusts. Others have
written that Coligny in dying pronounced as though in anger these words: "Would that I might at least die at the hands of a
soldier and not of a valet." But Attin, one of the murderers, has reported as I have written, and added that he never saw
any one less afraid in so great a peril, nor die more steadfastly.
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