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Aztec Markets
Hernan Cortés, conqueror of the Aztecs, from his Second Letter to Emperor Charles V, 1520

This city has many public markets and other places for buying and selling. There is one square where
are daily assembled more than sixty thousand souls, engaged in buying and selling; and where are
found all kinds of merchandise that the world affords as for instance articles of food, as well as jewels of gold and silver,
lead, brass, copper, tin, precious stones, bones, shells, snails, and feathers. There are also exposed for sale wrought and
unwrought stone, bricks burnt and unburnt, timber hewn and unhewn, of different sorts. There is a street for game, where
every variety of birds in the country are sold, as fowls, partridges, quails, wild ducks, fly-catchers, widgeons, turtledoves,
pigeons, reed-birds, parrots, sparrows, eagles, hawks, owls, and kestrels; they sell likewise the skins of some birds of
prey, with their feathers, head, beak, and claws. There are also sold rabbits, hares, deer, and little dogs, which are raised
for eating. There is also an herb street, where may be obtained all sorts of roots and medicinal herbs that the country
affords. There are apothecaries' shops, where prepared medicines, liquids, ointments, and plasters are sold; barbers'
shops, where they wash and shave the head; and restaurateurs, that furnish food and drink at a certain price. Wood and
coal are seen in abundance, and braziers of earthenware for burning coals; mats of various kinds for beds, others of a
lighter sort for seats, and for halls and bedrooms. There are all kinds of green vegetables, especially onions, leeks, garlic,
watercress, nasturtium, borage, sorrel, artichokes, and golden thistle; fruits also of numerous descriptions, amongst which
are cherries and plums; honey and wax from bees, and from the stalks of maize, which are as sweet as the sugar-cane;
honey is also extracted from the plant called maguey, which is superior to sweet or new wine; from the same plant they
extract sugar and wine, which they also sell. Different kinds of cotton thread of all colors in skeins are exposed for sale in
one quarter of the market. Painters' colors, deerskins dressed and undressed, dyed different colors; earthen-ware of a
large size and excellent quality; large and small jars, jugs, pots, bricks, and endless variety of vessels, all made of fine
clay, and all or most of them glazed and painted; maize or Indian corn, in the grain and in the form of bread, preferred in
the grain for its flavor to that of the other islands and terra-firma; patés of birds and fish; great quantities of fish---fresh, salt,
cooked and uncooked; the eggs of hens, geese, and of all the other birds. Every kind of merchandise is sold in a particular
street or quarter assigned to it exclusively, and thus the best order is preserved. There is a building in the great square that
is used as an audience house, where ten or twelve persons, who are magistrates, sit and decide all controversies that
arise in the market, and order delinquents to be punished. In the same square there are other persons who break
measures that were not true.
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