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Rock Pillar Edict of the Emperor Ashoka Maurya, 257 BCE

Beloved-of-the-Gods, King Piyadasi, speaks thus: To do good is difficult. One who does good first does

something hard to do. | have done many good deeds, and, if my sons, grandsons and their descendants
up to the end of the world act in like manner, they too will do much good. But whoever amongst them neglects this, they
will do evil. Truly, it is easy to do evil.

In the past there were no Dhamma Mahamatras but such officers were appointed by me thirteen years after my
coronation. Now they work among all religions for the establishment of Dhamma, for the promotion of Dhamma, and for
the welfare and happiness of all who are devoted to Dhamma. They work among the Greeks, the Kambojas, the
Gandharas, the Rastrikas, the Pitinikas and other peoples on the western borders. They work among soldiers, chiefs,
Brahmans, householders, the poor, the aged and those devoted to Dhamma -- for their welfare and happiness -- so that
they may be free from harassment. They (Dhamma Mahamatras) work for the proper treatment of prisoners, towards their
unfettering, and if the Mahamatras think, "This one has a family to support," "That one has been bewitched," "This one is
old," then they work for the release of such prisoners. They work here, in outlying towns, in the women's quarters
belonging to my brothers and sisters, and among my other relatives. They are occupied everywhere. These Dhamma
Mahamatras are occupied in my domain among people devoted to Dhamma to determine who is devoted to Dhamma,
who is established in Dhamma, and who is generous.

This Dhamma edict has been written on stone so that it might endure long and that my descendants might act in
conformity with it.
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